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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 


Area  of  the  District  

Mid  year  estimate  of  the  population  of 
Llandeilo  R.D.C.  

Number  of  Private  Dwelling  Houses  ... 

Number  of  Council  Houses  

Total  number  of  houses  ...  > 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house 

Number  of  Births 

Number  of  Deaths  

Rateable  Value  

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate 


236,649  acres 

24,080 

6,818 

1,096 

7,914 

3.05 

329 

279 

£415,903 

£l,618/9/3d. 


2 


REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1964 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Members, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Thirteenth  Annual  Report 
for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1964. 

The  Registrar  General’s  mid  year  estimated  population 
again  showed  a fall  in  the  population,  but  this  year  it  was  only 
70,  half  the  figure  for  1963.  There  was  a drop  of  16  in  the 
number  of  births  and  a decrease  of  22  in  the  number  of  deaths. 
Heart  disease  was  again  the  chief  cause  of  death  in  both  males 
and  females,  but  this  year  there  was  a marked  increase  in  the 
number  of  female  deaths  from  coronary  disease,  31  compared 
with  19  the  previous  year. 

Although  winter  weather  conditions  were  not  as  severe 
as  in  1963,  the  number  of  respiratory  deaths  remained  the  same 
with  a total  of  27. 


Influenza  was  not  prevalent  and  caused  no  deaths.  Another 
feature  was  the  increase  in  motor  accidents  which  caused  7 
male  deaths,  but  death  from  all  other  accidents  was  lower. 

Mr.  Thomas,  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  in  his 
section  of  the  report  has  written  of  progress  during  the  year 
in  Housing  and  Slum  Clearance,  Water  and  Sewerage  Schemes 
Food  Hygiene,  and  Rodent  Control,  and  the  new  Offices,  Shops 
and  Railway  Premises  Act. 


I wish  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  him  and  his 
Assistants  for  their  co-operation  in  the  work  of  the  Health 
Department,  as  well  as  other  members  of  the  Staff  and  the 
Council  for  their  continued  interest  and  support. 

I am,  your  obedient  servant, 


GLADYS  M.  HERBERT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


LIVE  BIRTHS 


Total 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate 

309 

161 

148 

Illegitimate  

20 

14 

6 

Legitimate  and  Illegitimate 

329 

175 

154 

STILL  BIRTHS 


Total 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate 

6 

1 

5 

Illegitimate 

0 

0 

0 

Legitimate  and  Illegitimate 

6 

1 

5 

BIRTH  RATES,  DEATH  RATES,  ANALYSIS  OF 
MORTALITY 


BIRTH  RATES 


Llandeilo 

R.D.C. 

C.C.C. 

England 
& Wales 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  population 
Legitimate  12.83 
Illegitimate  0-83 

13.66 

14.81 

18.4 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent 
of  total  live  births 

6.08 

4.98 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total 
births  

17.91 

17.52 

16.3 
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INFANT  DEATHS 


Under  1 week 


Total 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate  

7 

4 

3 

Illegitimate  

1 

1 

0 

Under  4 

weeks 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate  . . * . * • 

7 

4 

3 

Illegitimate  . > 

1 

1 

0 

Under  1 Year 


Total 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate 

7 

4 

3 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

0 

CLASSIFICATION  OF  INFANT  DEATHS 


Prema- 

turity 

Congenital 

defects 

Others 

Totals 

M F 

M F 

M F 

M F 

Under  1 Hour 

2 0 

0 0 

0 0 

2 0 

I Day 

5 1 

0 0 

0 0 

5 1 

Under  1 Week 

5 2 

0 0 

0 1 

5 3 

Under  1 Year 

5 2 

0 0 

0 1 

5 3 
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INFANT  DEATH  RATES 
per  1,000  Live  Births 


Llandeilo 

R.D.C. 

C.C.C. 

England 
& Wales 

Perinatal  mortality. 

Still 

births 

and  infant  deaths  in 

first 

week  of  life  per 

1,000 

total 

41.70 

36.23 

live  and  still  births. 

Infant  deaths  under 

1 week 

24.32 

19.04 

Legitimate 

. . 

21.28 

Illegitimaet 

3.08 

Under  four  weeks 

24.32 

21.47 

Legitimate 

. . 

21.28 

Illegitimate 

3.08 

Under  one  Year 

24.32 

28.36 

20.00 

Legitimate 

. . 

21.28 

Illegitimate 

* 

.3.08 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY 


Llandeilo 

C.C.C. 

England 

R.D.C. 

& Wales 

Number  of  Deaths 

Deaths  per  1,000  (live  & still  births) 

0 

0.00 

0.40 

0.25 

DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES  IN  1964 


There  was  a decrease  of  22  in  the  number  of  deaths, 
compared  with  1963,  and  the  death  rate  was  again  lower  than 
the  County  rate. 

Pneumoconiosis  was  a cause  of  death  in  9 males,  account- 
ing for  practically  6%  of  these  deaths.  Their  ages  varies  from 
47  to  84  years  with  an  average  age  of  67  years. 

Number  of  Deaths  — 279 
Male  — 153  Female  — 126 
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57%  of  all  male  deaths  were  65  and  over. 
75%  of  all  female  deaths  were  65  and  over. 

46%  of  all  male  deaths  were  70  and  over. 
64%  of  all  female  deaths  were  70  and  over. 

18%  of  all  male  deaths  were  80  and  over. 
35%  of  all  female  deaths  were  80  and  over. 

3%  of  all  male  deaths  were  90  and  over. 
5.6%  of  all  female  deaths  were  90  and  Over. 


DEATH  RATES 


Llandeilo 

C.C.C. 

England 

R.D.C. 

& Wales 

All  Causes 

**  * 

11.58 

13.43 

11.3 

NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  FROM  EACH  DISEASE 
with  rates  per  1,000  population 


Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 
Other  tuberculous  diseases 
Other  infective  and  parasitic  disease 

Cancer  

Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

Coronary  disease  

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 
Other  heart  disease 
Other  circulatory  diseases 

Pneumonia  

Bronchitis  

Other  respiratory  diseases 
Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 
Nephrosis  and  Nephritis  ... 
Hyperplasia  of  prostrate 
Motor  accidents 
All  other  accidents 

Suicide  

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  disease 
All  Causes  


Male 

Female 

Rates 

1 

0 

0.04 

0 

0 

0.00 

0 

1 

0.04 

22 

19 

1.70 

1 

0 

0.04 

15 

21 

1.49 

40 

31 

2.95 

2 

2 

0.16 

14 

21 

1.45 

8 

9 

0.71 

4 

5 

0.36 

5 

0 

0.20 

12 

1 

0.54 

0 

1 

0.04 

0 

2 

0.08 

2 

0 

0.08 

7 

0 

0.29 

3 

1 

0.16 

1 

0 

0.04 

15 

12 

1.12 

153 

126 

11.58 

279 
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DEATHS  FROM  CANCER 


There  were  a few  less  deaths  from  Cancer  this  year,  22 
males  and  19  females.  Cancer  of  the  Lung  and  Bronchus  caused 
3 more  deaths,  including  one  female.  Their  ages  varied  from 
51-70  years. 
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CLASSIFICATION  OF  CANCER  DEATHS  ACCORDING  TO  SITES  AND  AGES 
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PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  COMMUNICABLE  DISEASES 

Measles  was  slightly  more  prevalent  in  the  district,  84 
cases  were  notified.  There  were  also  a few  cases  of  dysentery. 


CLASSIFICATION  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 


Scarlet  Fever 

Measles  

Whooping  Cough 

Dysentery 

Erysipelas 

Food  Poisoning  ... 


Llandeilo  R.D.C.  C.C.C. 


1963 

1964 

1963 

1964 

0 

6 

31 

28 

39 

• 84 

1257 

844 

0 

2 

4 

108 

6 

19 

235 

110 

0 

1 

3 

0 

0 

1 

IMMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATION 

For  the  18th  year  in  succession  no  cases  of  Diphtheria 
occurred  in  the  District,  but  a few  cases  still  occur  m the 
country,  so  parents  should  ensure  that  their  children  are  pro- 
tected by  innocUlation.  This  can  be  obtained  free  from  the 
Family  Doctor  or  at  the  Local  Infant  Welfare  Clinics. 

During  the  year  the  majority  of  children  were  given  a 
triple  antigen  containing  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough  and 
Tetanus,  but  a few  received  a quadruple  antigen  for  Whooping 
Cough,  Diphtheria,  Tetanus  and  Poliomyelitis. 

A few  received  Diphtheria  and  Tetanus  combined  or 
Whooping  Cough  and  Tetanus,  the  remainder  who  had  pre- 
viously been  vaccinated  against  some  of  these  diseases 
received  Diphtheria  or  Tetanus  or  Whooping  Cough  alone. 


Table  of  Inoculation  given  : 


Trigen 

Quadruple 

Diphtheria/Tetanus 

Whooping  Cough/Tetanus 

Diphtheria  only 

Whooping  Cough  only 

Tetanus 


Under  5 yrs.  5/14  yrs. 


213 
6 
2 
2 
3 
0 
3 


2 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

3 


Booster 

40 

0 

14 

0 

3 

0 

1 
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Smallpox : 

Separate  figures  for  the  district  are  not  available,  but  those 
for  the  whole  County  are  as  follows 


Age  at  date  of 
Vaccination 

Under  1 year 
1 year 
2—4  years 
5 — 14  years 
15  or  over 


No.  Vaccinated 


157 

507 

53 

3 

18 


No.  Revaccinated 


0 

0 

8 

25 

110 


Poliomyelitis  : 

Mostly  oral  vaccines  were  given  by  the  family  Doctors 
and  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinics  and  in  the  Schools.  The 
total  figures  for  the  whole  County  are  as  follows  : — 


No.  of  persons  who  have  received 


Age  Groups 

2 injections 

3 doses  of 

of  salk  vaccines 

oral  vaccines 

Children  born  1964 

21 

24? 

Children  born  1963 

37 

1023 

Children  born  1962 
Children  and  Young  Persons 

5 

334 

born  in  years  1943-1960  ... 
Young  Persons  born  1933- 

4 

921 

1942  

1 

119 

Others  

1 

121 

Total  

69 

2760 

Number  of  persons  given  3rd  injection  of  salk  ... 

Number  of  persons  given  a reinforcing  dose  of  oral  vac 
cine  after  3 salk  doses  or  3 oral  doses,  or  2 sail 
doses  plus  2 oral  doses  


22 

73 
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B.C.G.  WHOLE  COUNTY 


Contact  Scheme 

Number  skin  tested 269 

Number  found  negative  213 

Number  vaccinated  209 

School  Children  Scheme 

Number  skin  tested 2421 

Number  found  negative  2068 

Number  vaccinated  2056 

Students  attending  Further  Education  Establishments 

Number  skin  tested 108 

Number  found  negative  32 

Number  vaccinated  31 

TUBERCULOSIS 

Sixteen  cases  were  notified,  compared  with  twenty  three 
last  year.  Fourteen  cases  of  respirary  disease  and  two  females 
with  non-respiratory  disease.  Of  the  thirteen  male  respiratory 
disease,  it  will  be  noted  that  eleven  were  in  the  age  group  50 
and  over.  Pneumoconiosis  was  also  present  in  some  of  these 
cases.  One  was  first  notified  after  death. 


1963 

Total  Notifications  . . 23 

Respiratory  . . . . 15  male.  5 female. 

Non-respiratory  . . 0 male.  3 female. 


1964 

16 

13  male.  1 female. 
0 male.  2 fema'e. 


The  following  table  gives  the  age  distribution  of  all  new 
cases  notified  during  1964. 


Age 

Pulmonary 

Non-pulmonary 

Total 

Male 

Female 

! Male 

Female 

0 — 15  years 

1 

1 

0 

0 

2 

15 — 20  years 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

20—25  years 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

25 — 30  years 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

30—40  years 

1 

0 

0 

1 

2 

50 — 60  years 

3 

0 

0 

0 

3 

60  and  over 

8 

0 

0 

0 

8 

1 

Total 

J 

13 

1 

0 

2 

16 

'll 


TUBERCULOSIS  RATES  1964 


Llandeilo 

R.D.C. 

c.c.c. 

England 
& Wales 

Case  Rates  : — 

Respiratory  

0.59 

0.52 

Non-respiratory  

0.08 

Death  Rate  : — 

Respiratory  

0.04 

0.11 

0.053 

Non-respiratory  

0.00 

B i 

MASS  RADIOGRAPHY  UNIT 

During  the  year,  one  of  the  units  carried  out  a survey  of 
the  general  population  at  Penygroes  when  229  were  examined. 
They  also  visited  Abercennen  and  examined  72  residents  and 
24  staff,  and  Pantglas  Hall,  where  79  residents,  13  nursing 
staff  and  12  other  staff  were  examined. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948  — SECTION  47 

An  elderly  woman  living  alone  was  reported  as  being  in 
need  of  care  and  attention.  No  immediate  action  was  consi- 
dered necessary,  but  she  was  kept  under  observation. 

DETAILS  OF  WATER  AND  SEWERAGE  SCHEMES 
WATER  SUPPLIES  : 

(a)  Schemes  completed  during  the  year  : 

, Sta§e  IV  °f  the  Comprehensive  Water  Supply  Scheme. 

(b)  In  progress  during  the  year  : 

Brynamman  and  Cwmllynfell  Water  Augmentation 
Scheme. 

(c)  Schemes  approved  by  the  Ministry  and  tenders  invited  • 

Nil. 

(d)  Awaiting  approval  of  the  Ministry  : 

Further  extensions  of  the  Comprehensive  Water 
Supply  Scheme. 

(e)  Schemes  under  consideration  31st  December,  1964  • 

Nil. 
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SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  : 

(a)  Schemes  completed  during  the  year  : 

Rhosamman  Sewerage  Scheme. 

Heolddu  Sewerage  Scheme. 

(b)  In  progress  during  the  year : 

Nil. 

(c)  Schemes  approved  by  the  Ministry  and  tenders  invited  : 

Angel  area,  Glanamman. 

Tir  Sir  Walter,  Garnant. 

Argoed,  Betws. 

Maerdy  Road,  Betws. 

(d)  Awaiting  approval  of  the  Ministry  : 

Llanwrda  and  Llansadwrn  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Dis- 
posal Schemes. 


(e)  Schemes  under  consideration  31st  December,  1964  : 

Nantgaredig  Cilycwm 

Myddfai  Penybanc,  Llandeilo 

Llanfynydd  Manordeilo 

Caeo  Derwydd 

Talley  Pumsaint 

Farmers  Rhandirmwyn 


Proposed  Sewer  Extensions  : 

Rhosfa,  Brynamman 

Brook  Cottages,  Glynamman  Ward 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS 


1.  Inspection  for  purpose  of  provision  as  to  health. 


Premises 

Inspections 

No.  of  written 
notices 

Prosecutions 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4, 
& 6.  are  to  be  en- 
forced by  L.As. 

2 

(ii)  Factories  not  in- 
cluded in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  L A. 

15 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  L.A. 
(excluding  out- 
workers premises) 

2 

Total 

1 

19 

-r-r 

w 


2.  Cases  in  which  defects  found. 


Number  of  Defects 


Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

1 

| No.  of 
Prose- 
cutions 

Want  of  cleanliness 

1 

1 

_ 

Overcowding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temper- 
ature   

Inadequate  vetilation  . . 

— 





- 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  

— 

— 

— 



Sanitary  Conveniences: 
(a)  insufficient 

(b)  unsuitable  or 
defective 

1 

1 

(c)  not  separate  for 

sexes  

— 

— 



Other  offences  not  in- 
cluding offences  rela- 
ting to  outwork 

— 



Total  . . 

2 

2 

— 



COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 

There  are  none  in  this  area. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1964 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council 

Mr.  Chairman,  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Thirteenth  Annual  Report 
for  your  information  and  kind  consideration. 


SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS 


Butchers  Shops  

Cafes  

Ice  Cream  Premises 
Confectioners 
Canteens  and  Clubs 

Food  Factories  

Bakehouses  

Grocers  and  Greengrocers 
Fried  Fish  Shops  ... 

Licensed  Premises 

Slaughterhouses 

Factories 

Offices  and  Shops 
Water  Supplies 

Drainage  

Rodent  Control  ...  ... 

Refuse  Disposal 

Infectious  Oiseases 

Filthy  or  Verminous  Premises 

Dwelling  Houses  (P.H.  Acts) 

Dwelling  Houses  (H.  Acts) 

Dwelling  Houses  (Miscellaneou 

Council  Houses  

Nuisances  (Miscellaneous) 


Inspections 


Total 


10 

12 

16 

20 

7 
9 

11 

68 

5 

39 
692 

19 

44 

88 

641 

2374 

49 

40 

8 
38 

368 

230 

84 

85 

4957 


SUMMARY  OF  NOTICES  SERVED 


Number  of  statutory  notices  served 
umber  of  statutory  notices  complied  with 
Number  of  preliminary  notices  served 

° preliminary  notices  complied  w 
Works  undertaken  by  Council  in  default 


33 

31 
37 

32 
Nil 
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WATER  SUPPLY 


“ The  high  percentage  of  samples  collected  for  bacteriolo- 
gical examination  and  reported  as  being  unsatisfactory, 
emphasises  the  urgent  need  for  a vigorous  water  supply  policy, 
particularly  and  primarily  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  North 
Sanitary  District.  The  Comprehensive  Water  Supply  Scheme, 
which  is  the  answer  to  this  most  urgent  need,  still  awaits 
Ministry  approval.” 

The  above  is  an  extract  from  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  ending  31st  December,  1955.  Since  these  words  were 
written  ten  years  ago,  a great  quantity  of  pure  water  has  flowed 
through  the  mains  of  this  magnificent  scheme,  now  virtually 
completed.  And  with  its  network  of  mains  extending  through 
so  many  of  your  rural  parishes,  it  has  brought  to  these  residents 
a rich  and  lasting  benefit.  Not  only  are  they  now  blessed  with 
an  added  safeguard  to  their  health  by  the  consumption  of  a 
treated  water  supply  ; but  the  drudgery  of  carrying  water  and 
pumping  water  has  passed  away,  and  for  these  inhabitants, 
will  soon  be  no  more  than  a hazy  memory  ; the  fear  of  water 
shortage  during  periods  of  drought,  has  likewise  disappeared 
for  them.  And  at  the  same  time,  it  offers  an  opportunity  for 
further  amenities  to  be  introduced  into  these  households,  such 
as  a water  closet,  bath  and  water  carriage  system  of  drainage. 
Nor  is  this  an  idle  dream  or  wishful  thinking.  This  “ sanitary 
revolution  ” is  gripping  the  countryside,  and  I for  my  part,  am 
doing  all  I can  to  encourage  this  change  by  advertising  the 
Council's  willingness  and  eagerness  to  offer  substantial  grants 
to  owners  to  assist  them  in  modernising  their  properties. 

During  the  year  under  review,  a further  50  properties  were 
connected  to  this  scheme,  and  so  fifty  more  families  were  given 
the  opportunity  of  enjoying  for  the  first  time  a taste  of  modern 
living.  It  is  also  encouraging  to  note — and  this  substantiates 
in  some  measure  my  claim  to  a “ sanitary  revolution  ” of  the 
countryside — that  in  this  same  period  approximately  100 
country  cottages  were  provided  with  a bath,  water  closet  and 
water  carriage  system. 

But  as  was  to  be  expected  in  the  preparation  of  a scheme 
of  the  magnitude  of  the  Comprehensive  Water  Supply  Scheme, 
many  dwelling  houses  are  still  far-removed  from  the  mains 
and  the  cost  in  most  cases  of  this  description  becomes  prohibit 
tive.  I can  only  suggest  that  every  encouragement  continues 
to  be  given  to  the  owners  of  such  properties — so  near  and  yet 


18 


so  far — to  connect  to  the  Council’s  mains.  Perhaps  in  this 
direction,  a fixed  sum  contribution  from  interested  owners 
could  be  given  consideration. 

Many  more  dwellings  are  completely  outside  the  scope  of 
this  present  scheme.  Where  such  dwellings  are  suitably 
grouped  in  villages  or  hamlets,  perhaps  it  will  be  necessary  to 
replace  new  thoughts  with  old  thoughts — revert  to  the  policy 
of  providing  a limited  number  of  small  public  suoplies  from 
local  sources.  Although  only  second  best,  such  schemes  would 
prove  a boon  to  the  inhabitants  of  these  small  and  isolated 
communities. 

Those  parts  of  your  area  which  are  served  by  a mains 
supply  have  a water  of  good  quality  aud  adequacy.  Although 
this  is  not  wholly  true  of  the  supplies  at  Brynamman  and 
Cefnbrynbrain,  adequacy  will  be  rectified  when  the  Brynamman 
and  Cefnbrynbrain  Augmentation  Scheme  is  completed — 
probably  early  in  the  forthcoming  year. 

Samples  from  public  and  private  sources  have  continued 
to  be  collected  and  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination 
during  the  year. 


TABLE  OF  ANALYSIS  OF  SAMPLES  FOR  THE  YEAR 

(a)  PUBLIC  SUPPLIES  : 

Bacteriological  Examinations  : 

Number  of  samples  collected  ...  16 

Number  of  samples  satisfactory  ...  14 

Number  of  samples  unsatisfactory  2 

(b)  PRIVATE  SUPPLIES  : 

Bacteriological  Examinations  : 

Number  of  samples  collected  ...  35 

Number  cf  samples  satisfactory  ...  19 

Number  of  samples  unsatisfactory  16 
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HOUSE  CONNECTIONS 


Parish 

Main  Sup 
Direct  to  House 

plies 

By  Standpipe 

Private  Supplies 

1 

i 

Mo.  of  | 
douses  | 

Popul- 

ation 

No.  of  | 
Houses  j 
! 

Popul- 

ation 

No.  of  | 
Hous.  s | 
1 

Popul- 

ation 

Llandingat  Without 

7 

22 

— 

— 

76 

270 

Llandeilo  Rural  . . 

896 

3140 

16 

58 

301 

855 

Llanegwad 

204 

722 

3 

9 

151 

525 

Llangadog 

273 

955 

— 

— 

136 

420 

Llanddeusant 

| 

38  | 

133 

— 

— 

61 

200 

Llandyfeisant 

8 I 

27 

— 

— 

11 

38 

Llanfair-ar-y-bryn 

62 

218 

3 

11 

153 

452 

Llanfihangel  Aber. 

i 269 

756 

7 

23 

80 

286 

Llanfynydd 

57 

193 

6 

20 

101 

340 

Llangathen  . . 

63 

216 

— 

— 

89 

306 

Llansadwrn 

| 67 

229 

— 

— 

93 

282 

Llansawel 

64 

224 

— 

— 

91 

314 

Llanwrda 

65 

222 

— 

— 

51 

176 

Talley 

60 

210 

— 

— 

59 

189 

Cynwil  Gaeo 

| 92 

322 

- 

— 

233 

692 

Cilycwm  ...  . 

48 

168 

— 

— 

119 

406 

Myddfai 

1 42 

140 

— 

— 

89 

308 

Betws 

| 297 

956 

. 

— 

19 

76 

Llandybie 

.1  2320 

8120 

5 

17 

41 

142 

Quarter  Bach 

1 808 

2824 

— 

12 

38 
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DRAINAGE  AND  CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION 


During  the  year  under  review,  the  sewerage  schemes  at 
Penygroes  and  Blaenau,  Fferws  Hill  and  Tycrocs,  Capel  Hendre, 
Carmel  and  Pantllyn  were  finally  completed.  As  the  schemes 
were  completed,  all  owners  of  properties  on  these  schemes 
were  informed,  and  invited  to  connect  to  the  new  system  of 
sewers.  The  response  to  such  invitation  was  encouraging,  but 
at  a later  stage,  it  will  probably  be  necessary  for  me  to  seek 
your  instructions  to  serve  statutory  notices  on  those  owners 
who  have  declined  to  connect  their  premises  to  the  Council’s 
sewers. 

148  additional  properties  were  connected  to  the  Council’s 
sewers  by  the  close  of  the  current  year  ; 38  additional  proper- 
ties were  provided  with  a water  carriage  system  of  drainage 
discharging  into  a cesspool  or  septic  tank  ; and  179  additional 
dwellings  were  provided  with  a modern  bathroom. 

With  the  completion  of  the  proposed  minor  sewer  exten- 
sions in  the  southern  part  of  your  district,  this  vast  area  will 
be  almost  completely  sewered,  leaving  only  the  most  isolated 
pockets,  and  none  of  these  will  contain  more  than  three  or  four 
properties.  Our  joint  efforts  must  then  be  concentrated  on 
the  larger  villages  of  the  northern  part  of  your  district.  Where 
a lack  of  water  has  so  long  delayed  expansion  of  this  nature. 
The  Comprehensive  Water  Supply  Scheme  has  altered  all  this, 
and  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt,  that  in  the  forseeable  future, 
all  our  villages  will  enjoy  water  closets,  baths  and  a water 
carriage  system  of  drainage. 


SUMMARY  OF  PROGRESS 


Number  of  Properties  provided  with 
Sewer  Cesspool  Earth  Closet 


Bath 


1963  1964 

3664  3812 


1963  1964 
1114  1152 


1963  1964 
3839  3633 


1963  1964 

3839  4018 


2i 


RODENT  CONTROL 
Summary  of  Control  Measures 


Type  of 
Property 

No.  of 
Inspec- 
tions 

No.  of 
| Treat- 
ments 

No.  Sect.  4 
Notices 

Block  Treatments" 

.. 

No.  No.  of  No.  of 

Premises  Manholes 

L.A.  Property 

28 

28 

— 

Dwellings 

1903 

375 

•- 

25  238  24 

Business 

Property 

38 

33 

■ — 

Agricultural 

Property 

410 

1 

— 

Total 

2374 

437 

— 

25  238  24 

The  duties  involved  in  rodent  control  have  been  pursued 
relentlessly  throughout  the  year,  and  I cannot  speak  too  highly 
of  the  efforts  made  by  my  rodent  operator  in  his  approach  to 
this  arduous  task.  His  thoroughness  in  dealing  with  each  and 
every  complaint  is  remarkable  and  the  fruits  of  his  labours 
are  plain  to  be  seen.  And  this,  despite  the  fact  that  neighbour- 
ing authorities  do  not  appear  to  appreciate  fully  the  seriousness 
of  honouring  the  rat  with  the  “ freedom  of  their  cities.” 

The  figures  shown  in  the  summary  table  indicate  the 
extent  of  the  problem  in  your  area,  and  I cannot  over- 
emphasise the  need  of  constant  vigilance  in  this  field.  Not 
only  is  the  rat  a potential  carrier  of  dangerous  diseases  com- 
municable to  man  ; its  destructive  traits  can  cause  economic 
hardship  to  the  ordinary  individual  as  well  as  to  the  nation  as 
a whole.  We  are  again  fortunate  in  this  area  that  no  rat-borne 
diseases  were  notified  during  the  year  under  review. 


It  is  interesting  and  encouraging  to  note,  that  of  the  410 
farms  surveyed  during  the  year,  only  21  were  found  to  be  rat 
infested  and  these  only  as  minor  infestations. 

Surveys  and  treatments  were  carried  out  at  6 schools 
during  the  year.  This  cost  is  met  by  the  Carmarthenshire 
County  Council,  inasmuch  as  I have  always  categorised  schools 
as  “ business  premises.” 
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OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES 


The  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963,  is  an 
Act  provided  to  safeguard  the  health,  welfare  and  safety  of 
persons  employed  in  offices,  shops  and  railway  premises,  the 
scope  of  which  is  restricted  to  premises  in  the  case  of  which 
persons  are  employed  to  work.  Premises  in  which  only  self- 
employed  persons  work  are  not  covered  by  the  Act. 

There  are  three  main  classes  of  enforcing  authorities  for 
the  general  provisions  of  the  Act — local  authorities,  H.M. 
Factory  Inspectors,  and  H.M.  Inspectors  of  Mines  and  Quarries 
i-  depending  upon  the  class  of  premises  concerned. 

All  premises  to  which  the  Act  applies  were  required  to  be 
registered  with  the  appropriate  authority  . by  31st  July,  1964. 

The  Act  covers  a wide  variety  of  provisions  including 
cleanliness,  overcrowding,  temperature,  ventilation,  lighting, 
sanitary  conveniences,  washing  facilities,  drinking  water,  seat- 
ing arrangements  and  fire  precautions. 

35  premises  have  been  registered  within  your  area  during 
the  year.  The  majority  of  these  were  inspected,  and  wherever 
they  have  fallen  short  of  the  required  standards,  the  occupiers 
have  been  notified  accordingly.  Follow-up  visits  will  be  made 
in  due  course  to  ensure  that  these  provisions  have  been 
adequately  complied  with. 


ANIMAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENTS 

Three  premises  were  licensed  under  the  Animal  Boarding 
Establishments  Act,  1963,  during  the  current  year. 


MEAT 

Private  Slaughterhouses 

(a)  Management : 

Efforts  have  continued  throughout  the  year  to  enlighten 
the  occupiers  of  the  four  private  slaughterhouses  within  your 
area  on  their  obligations  under  the  Slaughterhouses  (Hygiene) 
egulations,  1958,  and  the  Slaughterhouses  (Prevention  of 
Cruelty)  Regulations,  1958.  On  the  whole,  these  slaughter- 


houses  have  been  well  conducted  and  maintained  though  one 
of  these  has  given  me  cause  for  concern  from  time  to  time. 

It  is  imperative  that  the  condition  laid  down  by  statute 
for  the  conduct  of  these  establishments  be  strictly  adhered  to, 
for  they  are  after  all,  food  factories,  and  I am  determined  that 
unhygienic  conditions  and  practices  shall  be  completely  obli- 
terated from  the  slaughterhouses  within  your  jurisdiction. 

(b)  Meat  Inspection  : 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  animals  slaugh- 
tered within  your  area  during  the  year  under  review,  from 
19,044  slaughtered  in  1963,  to  21,635  (inspected)  in  the  current 
year.  Despite  this,  almost  a hundred  per  cent  inspection  was 
achieved.  (The  reason  why  I failed  to  achieve  the  hundred 
per  cent  inspection  of  previous  years  was  due  to  the  fact  that 
your  inspectors  failed  to  reach  the  slaughterhouses  on  two 
mornings  during  the  winter  due  to  icy  road  conditions). 


The 

inspected 


following  are  details  of  animals  slaughtered  and 


during  the  year  : — 

Bovines 

...  1,501 

Calves  ... 

638 

Sheep  

...  14,717 

Pigs  

...  4,779 

Total  

...  21,635 

(c)  The  Meat  Inspection  Regulations,  1963  : 

By  the  close  of  the  current  year,  your  Public  Health 
Inspectors  had  been  operating  the  above  regulations  for  a 
period  of  fifteen  months. 

At  first,  the  additional  work  involved  and  the  new  tech- 
nique required  by  the  regulations  caused  me  a little  uneasiness, 
but  the  experience  gained  over  this  period  has  proved  invalu- 
able and  the  regulations  are  now  being  operated  with 
comparative  ease. 
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RECORD  OF  CHARGES  MADE  FOR  THE  YEAR 


Slaughterhouse 

Animals  Inspected 

Charges 

Made 

Bovines 

Calves 

Pigs 

Sheep 

£ s.  d. 

Aberlash,  Bonllwyn 

144 

4 

659 

758 

49  18  6 

Bryn  Road,  Bryn- 

amman 

823 

620 

3371 

10935 

455  9 0 

Gate  Road, 

Penygroes 

482 

14 

679 

2355 

124  8 0 

Brynglas,  Penygroes 

52 

— 

70 

669 

23  13  6 

Total  j 

1501 

638 

4779 

14717 

653  9 0 

DETAILS  OF  MEAT  CONDEMNED 


Reason  for  Condemnation 

BOVINES 

Quantity  Condemned 

Fascioliasis 

(lbs.) 

769 

Abscesses 

• • • • • » 

356 

Cirrhosis 

• • • • • • 

368 

Hydatid  Cysts 

369 

Bruising 

• • * 1 1 1 

10 

Telangiectosis 

• 1 1 • • • 

116 

Angioma 

. . » . . . 

28 

Necrosis 

52 

Inflammation 

• • • , , , 

33 

Peritonitis 

• • • • • • 

12 

Nephritis 

. . .1  ... 

2 

Cysticercus  Tennuicolis 

15 

Total 

2130 

Reason  for  Condemnation 

CALVES 

Quantity  Condemned 

Inflammation 

ut  tn 

(lbs.) 

4 

Pneumonia 

6 

Necrosis 



3 

Total 

13 

SHEEP 


Reason  for  Condemnation.  Quantity  Condemned 

(lbs.) 

Fascioliasis  687 

Strongylosis  38 

Physiological  Degeneration  16 

Hydatid  Cysts  728 

Cysticercus  Tennuicolis  10 

Emaciation  337 

Inflammation  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Cirrhosis  71 

Hydronephrosis  2 

Anaemia  40 

Pyrexia  55 


Total  1992 


PIGS 

Reason  for  Condemnation  Quantity  Condemned 

(lbs ) 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  120 

Pleurisy  81 

Ascaris  Lumbricoides  ...  ...  ...  151 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  663 

Abscesses  ...  18 

Inflammation  ' 57 

Anaemia  ...  45 

Cirrhosis  ...  10 

Uraemia  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  82 

Cysticercus  Tennuicolis  2 

Bruising  10 


Total  1239 


GRAND  TOTAL  OF  MEAT  CONDEMNED 
2 tons  7 cwts  110  lbs. 
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OTHER  FOODS 

Duties  in  connection  with  food  and  food  premises,  includ- 
ing mobile  shops,  have  been  carried  out  throughout  the  year 
and  the  general  picture  is  a very  favourable  one.  Occupiers 
of  food  premises  and  handlers  of  food  throughout  your  area 
are  grasping  the  importance  of  the  Food  Hygiene  (General) 
Regulations,  1960.  That  does  not  mean  that  there  can  be  any 
relaxation  in  our  efforts  in  this  field.  Always  there  is  the 
careless  food  handler  to  spoil  the  otherwise  near-perfect 
pattern  ; and  always  there  is  the  odd  handler  who  appears  to 
resent  sound  ayivice  and  guidance.  The  large  majority  of  food 
handlers  within  your  area,  however,  now  welcome  our  visits 
and  are  pleased  with  the  advice  and  guidance  your  public 
health  inspectors  are  able  to  offer  them.  This  close  and 
friendly  link  between  officer  and  food  handler  is  vitally  im- 
portant in  our  efforts  to  promote  clean  and  hygienic  food  shops 
and  so  reduce  the  risk  of  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning. 

Over  the  years,  I have  given  much  attention  to  licensed 
premises  within  our  area.  Not  long  ago,  I read  an  article 
which  suggested  that  hygienic  conditions  in  public  houses  in 
rural  areas  were  generally  of  a very  low  standard.  This  may 
be  fair  criticism.  I do  not  know.  But  I do  know  that  con- 
ditions prevailing  in  licensed  premises  within  your  area  are 
of  an  exceptionally  high  standard.  Only  one  such  establish- 
ment has  given  me  cause  for  concern  during  the  year  under 
review,  and  steps  have  been  taken  to  remedy  the  unsatisfactory 
conditions  prevailing  in  this  isolated  case. 

As  a sequence  to  the  Aberdeen  typhoid  epidemic,  a careful 
search  was  organised  throughout  your  area  to  discover  whether 
any  trader  was  in  possession  of  certain  suspect  6 lb.  tins  of 
corned  beef.  One  such  tin  was  discovered  and  this  was 
quickly  and  carefully  disposed  of. 

During  the  year,  following  routine  visits,  the  following 
offences  were  discovered,  all  of  which  were  remedied  by  in- 
formal action. 

Nature  of  Offence  No.  Premises  Involved 

No  covered  bins  provided  1 

No  first  aid  box  provided  ...  ...  3 

Measures  for  protection  of  open  foods  lacking  3 
No  hot  water  over  sink  ...  ...  \ 

The  number  and  types  of  food  premises  inspected  during 
the  year  are  shown  under  the  heading  “ Summary  of  Inspec- 
tions and  Visits,”  at  the  beginning  of  this  report. 
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FOODS  UNFIT  FOR  HUMAN  CONSUMPTION 


During  the  year,  the  following  foods  found  to  be  unfit  for 
human  consumption  were  voluntarily  surrendered  and  suitably 
disposed  of : — 


1 Tin  Corned  Beef  (6  lb.) 

1 Tin  Pork  Shoulder  (9  lb.) 

4 Tins  Milk  

51  lbs..  15  ozs.,  Ham 
24  lbs.,  12  ozs.,  Corned  Beef 


Suspect  ajid  withdrawn 

on  Ministry  instructions 

Decomposition 

Blown 

Blown 

Blown 


HOUSING 


The  following  are  the  house  construction  figures  for  the 
year  under  review  compared  with  those  for  the  previous  year 


1963 

1964 

Number  of  council  houses  erected 

...  34 

40 

Number  of  council  houses  under  construction 

...  44 

110 

Number  of  private  houses  erected 

...  18 

28 

Number  of  private  houses  under  construction 

...  27 

29 

Number  of  families  rehoused  in  council  houses 

...  53 

53 

COUNCIL  HOUSES  — WAITING  LIST 

The  launching  of  the  Council’s  visionary  housing  policy 
during  the  year  was  in  keeping  with  the  growing  need  for 
council  houses  throughout  the  area.  Last  year,  I reported  that 
429  families  were  awaiting  rehousing  by  the  Council.  At  the 
close  of  the  current  year,  the  total  was  445  and  applications 
are  being  received  in  a steady  stream. 

The  Council’s  programme  will  probably  meet  the  bulk  of 
present  needs,  but  the  position  in  the  various  wards  and 
parishes  will  require  re-examination  from  time  to  time  that 
future  programmes  might  be  realistic  and  continuous  until  all 
needs  are  satisfied.  To  assist  in  this,  I shall  provide  your 
Engineer  and  Surveyor  with  details  of  the  needs  in  each  ward 
and/or  parish  every  six  months. 
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At  the  close  of  the  current  year,  applications  totalling  445 
were  made  up  as  follows  : — 

Apartments  in  council  houses  ...  49 

Apartments  in  private  houses  ...  147 

Householders  in  fit  houses  ...  152 

Householders  in  unfit  houses  ...  19 

Old  Age  Pensioners  78 

Total  445 


IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

During  the  year  under  review  67  discretionary  improve- 
ment schemes  were  completed  and  these  qualified  for  grants 
amounting  to  £19,586.  In  addition,  37  standard  grant  schemes 
were  completed  and  these  qualified  for  grants  amounting  to 
£3,022. 


SLUM  CLEARANCE 

Steady  progress  has  continued  to  be  made  throughout  the 
to  reduce  the  number  of  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation. 
Twenty  years  ago,  there  was  a general  and  pitiful  outcry  for 
rehousing  from  the  unfortunate  people  who  were  compelled 
to  exist  in  sordid  and  unhealthy  dwellings  within  your  area. 
And  the  echoes  of  these  cries  resounded  through  the  homes 
of  councillors,  through  my  office  and  often  in  the  Council 
Chamber  for  the  best  part  of  twelve  years.  All  this  has  now 
changed,  thanks  to  your  energetic  and  determined  efforts  and 
your  sympathetic  approach  to  this  ghastly  problem.  Today, 
very  few  families  living  in  unfit  houses  appear  on  your  waiting 
list.  And  a number  of  these,  had  they  accepted  accommoda- 
tion when  offered,  would  have  been  released  from  their  un- 
savoury living  conditions  years  ago. 

The  problem  which  still  confronts  you  is  peculiar  to  the 
type  of  area  which  you  govern— that  is— slum  clearance  is 
not  now  a problem  which  requires  masses  of  new  houses  to 
determine  the  problem. 

This  phase  of  slum  clearance  within  your  area  was  attended 
to  and  disappeared  many  years  ago.  The  remaining  unfit 
houses,  for  the  most  part,  are  owner-occupied  or  tenanted  by 
elderly  persons,  and  such  people  do  not  wish  to  be  disturbed 
Nor  would  I ever  suggest  to  you  a policy  of  ruthless  rehousing 
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in  these  circumstances.  It  is  a condition  which  calls  for  a 
large  measure  of  sympathy,  understanding  and  humanity.  This 
retards  our  slum  clearance  programme.  But  then  we  must 
remember,  that  our  unfit  houses,  in  large  measure,  are  not 
sordid  or  filthy — they  just  do  not  conform  to  present  day 
requirements.  I am  all  for  modern  requirements  and  I am  all 
for  progress  in  our  housing  policies — but  not  at  the  expense 
of  the  happiness  and  well  being  of  the  aged. 

Despite  all  this,  progress  is  being  made.  But  for  the  most 
part,  I feel  we  must  bide  our  time  and  patiently  wait  for  these 
particular  houses  to  become  vacant  before  even  preliminary 
action  is  taken  with  a view  to  closure  or  demolition.  Notices 
and  official  letters  to  these  people  are  disturbing,  and  so  I 
would  respectfully  request  that  you  endorse  the  policy  I am 
pursuing  when  you  consider  my  report. 

In  terms,  of  figures,  the  following  progress  has  been  made 
during  the  year  : — 

Number  of  houses  demolished  ...  6 

Number  of  houses  closed 18 

Number  of  houses  rendered  fit  ...  13 

Total  37 

ACTION  TAKEN  UNDER  HOUSING  ACTS,  1957-61 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 
were  served  requiring  repairs  (Section  9) 

Number  of  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  by  owner  after 

service  of  formal  notice  (Section  9)  

Number  of  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  by  local 

authority  in  default  of  owners  (Section  10) 

Number  of  houses  reconstructed  as  a result  of  formal 

notice  (Section  16)  ...  

Number  of  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  demolition 

orders  (Section  17)  ...  

Number  of  unfit  houses  dosed  as  a result  of  formal  notice 

(Section  16)  ...  ...  •••  •••  _ 

Number  of  notices  served  in  respect  of  dwelling  houses 
overcrowded 

Number  of  separate  tenement  or  underground  rooms  in 
respect  of  which  closing  orders  were  made  (Section 
18) 

Number  of  condemned  houses  reconstructed  (Section  24) 
Number  of  closing  orders  substituted  for  demolition  order 
(Section  26,  H.A.  1961).  


2 

2 

Nil 

8 

6 

18 

Nil 

Nil 

5 

3 
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CONCLUSION 


This  was  the  first  complete  year  for  the  operation  of  the 
Meat  Inspection  Regulations,  1963.  The  regulations,  requiring 
as  they  do,  a more  minute  inspection  of  meat  and  the  marking 
of  all  carcasses  passed  as  fit  for  human  consumption,  has 
placed  an  additional  burden  upon  the  department. 

Nevertheless,  as  I have  mentioned  in  my  report,  we  are 
coping  with  the  new  situation  and  still  achieving  a hundred 
per  cent  meat  inspection.  Of  interest  to  you  too,  will  be  the 
revenue  obtainable  in  a full  year  for  such  inspections. 

New  legislation  came  into  force  during  the  year  in  respect 
of  offices  and  shops  The  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises 
Act,  1963.  This  is  being  operated  by  your  inspectors  and 
everything  will  be  done  to  ensure  that  such  establishments 
within  your  area  are  brought  up  to  the  required  standards  in 
the  minimum  of  time. 

This  has  been  a full  and  interesting  year,  and  I have 
endeavoured  as  always,  to  cover  all  aspects  of  our  work  to 
your  satisiaction.  I trust  I have  succeeded  in  some  measure 
tp  present  to  the  public  a realistic  and  pleasing  image  of  the 

Council  in  their  endeavours  in  the  field  of  environmental 
hygiene. 

It  only  remains  for  me  to  thank  my  colleagues  in  all 
departments  for  their  loyalty  and  support,  and  you,  Mr 
Chairman  and  Members  for  your  usual  kindliness  and 


I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Members, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

G.  THOMAS, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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